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Happy Father’s Day 
Sons Celebrate with their Team NC Dads 
Team North Carolina dads have celebrated a lot of Father’s Days, well over 1,000 in fact.  But for 
four dads, Father’s Day 2014 will be a once in a lifetime experience. Tony Flores, Eddie Johnson, 
Rick Kreiselman and Greg Miller will all celebrate in New Jersey as their sons prepare to compete at 
the 2014 Special Olympics USA Games. 

Even though the day won’t be spent at home, sons aren’t skimping on their plans to make their dads 
feel appreciated. 

“Maybe I’ll buy him a USA Games T-shirt,” said Roger Johnson. 

“I’d have to loan him the money first! Some things never change,” Eddie laughs.   
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Getting a Lift from NC to New Jersey

Team NC takes flight in the Citation Cessna Special Olympics 

Airlfit at Landmark Aviation , RDU International Airport.



“You can’t see it. It’s electric! You gotta feel it! It’s electric!”
The lyrics to “Electric Slide” resonate with Captain Michael Smith 
of the Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office and his Law 
Enforcement Torch Run Final Leg teammates. The team blares 
the song each time they exit their bus to begin carrying the 
Flame of Hope through the many New York and New Jersey 
communities along their route to the 2014 Special Olympics USA 
Games.  

“It’s become our tradition,” said the North Carolina 
representative.  “There is just one rule on our team bus- ‘no 

sleeping; only dancing’.  We are having a lot of fun and the communities have been so supportive in 
cheering us on.”

There is tangible electricity and energy surrounding the Final Leg as officers and athletes bring the Special 
Olympics’ message of unity, respect and dignity for those of all abilities to the public.

“This has been such a rewarding experience,” said Capt. Smith. “It’s been emotionally taxing and a bit 
warm but very rewarding.  I think I cried during seven of the 12 speeches my fellow Torch Run officers 
delivered one day during our stops.  The moving stories about how they’ve connected with Special 
Olympics athletes are so inspirational.  If our society could only learn the lessons of love and 
sportsmanship that the athletes know, we’d be a better world.  Special Olympics athletes are amazing!”
   

Carrying the torch in Times Square, visiting the 9.11 Memorial, running with Flame along the Jersey Shore 
are just some of Capt. Smith’s most memorable moments so far.  But he is most excited to feel the 
electricity in the arena from the 3,000 athletes at the 2014 USA Games Opening Ceremonies! 

Happy Dad’s Day! (l-r)Roger and Eddie 
Johnson and Tony and Sammy Flores. 

An Electrifying Experience
NC represented in USA Law Enforcement Torch Run Final Leg 

Capt. Smith (r) running with Flame of Hope through 
New Jersey with SO NJ Athlete Adam Fleshner.

Johnson will serve as his son’s golf caddie and recognizes that 
this experience is a gift in itself. 

“When he was a baby, we were told he’d never walk, never talk. 
To watch him do this, to compete at USA Games, is the best 
present I could ask for as a dad.”

Tony Flores won’t compete alongside his son, but plans on 
finding time in his busy schedule coaching Team NC soccer to 
watch Sammy compete in the first-ever Special Olympics 
triathlon. 

“I’m just excited to spend this time with him. I can’t wait to see 
him compete. It’s the best thing you can think of,” Flores said. 

Sammy recognizes just how lucky he is to have his dad in New Jersey with 
him. 

“I don’t know what more I can do than say thank you, but I will do it a lot 
this week!” 

The Kresielmans will join the Johnsons on the golf course, while Greg 
Miller will coach one son on Team NC basketball , alongside another. All 
fathers and sons will come together and march in side-by-side during 
Opening Ceremonies on Sunday, the perfect start to the perfect week.

Happy Father’s Day Cont.....

Opening Ceremony 
4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

Prudential Center, Newark

Model/actress Brooklyn Decker,
WWE Superstars, TV personalities 

and musical guests.


