
 

Ideas for School-wide Activities, Events and/or Projects… 

 Pass out Project UNIFY or End the R-Word stickers to fellow students during lunch period 

or at the entrance of a school sporting event. 

 Organize a “Special Olympics Night” at a school varsity game where the Special Olympics 

athletes receive free admission and the athletes and unified partners/student volunteers 

are recognized during halftime. 

 Plan (with the approval of administration) a school-wide pep rally or assembly in support 

of Special Olympics athletes and Project UNIFY® activities. This event also ties directly in 

to the Fans in the Stands initiative. 

 Organize a school-wide Project UNIFY or End the R-Word poster campaign to be judged by 

Special Olympics athletes, school administration or local celebrities (winning poster could 

even be turned into a banner to be hung in a common area of the school). 

 Create pledge banners for students to pledge against the use of the R-Word, which can be 

set up for signing in cafeteria or hallways. 

 Designate an entire week as Project UNIFY Week to promote and educate the entire 

school on the purpose of Project UNIFY® and Special Olympics and how it impacts the 

athletes and student volunteers through a variety of ways while celebrating the fun being 

had by participants.    

 Organize a t-shirt design contest with a theme of Project UNIFY or End the R-Word and 

allow the winning design serve as the school’s official t-shirt design for Project UNIFY® (or 

even Spring Games)  

 Create a Public Service Announcement(PSA) featuring students, faculty, and 

administration promoting Project UNIFY or End the R-Word campaigns.  These PSA’s can 

be broadcasted throughout the school during morning “news” production. 

 Incorporate Eunice Kennedy Shriver and Special Olympics lessons in all Social Studies 

classes, school-wide, for a designated period of time (one week, one month, etc.).\ 

 Organize a school-wide Torch Run event to promote an upcoming Special Olympics 

competition and/or event. 

 Promote Fans in the Stands by setting up a station in the cafeteria for students to sign up 

to serve as Fans in the Stands for their Special Olympics athletes at upcoming Special 

Olympics events.   

 

 



 

 

 

 Share the purpose of Project UNIFY® and Special Olympics including the importance of 

treating students with intellectual disabilities with respect and acceptance over the school 

announcements or news broadcast. 

 Profile one Special Olympics athlete each week during school announcements to highlight 

their personality, attributes, and accomplishments, especially those achieved or enhanced 

through their participation with Special Olympics. 

 Design a bulletin board in common area of the school to promote Project UNIFY® and 

update the school on what’s happening with the grant’s activities in the school. 

 Promote a pledge campaign to End the R-Word by challenging the school principal (or 

favorite sports coach, local celebrity, etc.) to get up on the roof for an entire day, shave 

their beard, or wear a sports uniform to school if the goal of 1000 pledges is met.   

 Partner with a drama class to create a skit based on Project UNIFY® initiatives that 

includes roles for some Special Olympics athletes and can be performed for the entire 

school. 

 

 


