
 

Power In Partnerships 

 

Great things can be accomplished through Project UNIFY® when partnerships are formed 

within the school community.  Some suggestions for partnerships include: 

 Partner with existing school clubs or student organizations such as student council, 

Key Clubs, Beta Clubs, National Junior Honor Society, FCA, Junior Civitans, student 

cadets, etc.  Members of these organizations can serve as unified partners, volunteers 

for events, Fans in the Stands at local or state competitions, advocates during R-Word 

campaigns, etc. 

 

 Partner with civic clubs in the community for fundraising, awareness, supply and 

volunteer resources.  For example, ask a local chapter of a civic club to come to the 

school once a week to assist with Special Olympics unified and traditional tennis 

training.  Members of the club could then assist with securing a tennis venue for an 

end of the year competition and supply the refreshments and volunteers.   

 

 Partner with a local business in the same capacity as you would a local civic club.  Local 

businesses can become involved with a program a variety of ways which include 

sponsorship, special events, volunteers for training and competition. 

 

 Partner with a junior varsity or varsity athletes from the school to assist with unified or 

traditional sports training/competition.  For example, the varsity basketball team 

could put on a clinic for the Special Olympics basketball team or the varsity team could 

play the unified team in a fun school event. 

 

 Partner with administration and/or the Guidance Office to incorporate your Project 

UNIFY® goals and programs into the overall school structure and mission.  One great 

example is the establishment of a Unified Sports® PE Class, which should be included 

in the school’s course catalogue.  Another example would be including Special 

Olympics athlete awards at the end of the year sports banquet.  This could even 

include Special Olympics athletes receiving varsity letters for outstanding efforts and 

accomplishments in sports. 

 

 Partner with the local Parks and Recreation Commission for facility use, sports 

expertise, and additional training and competition opportunities for your athletes. 

 

 

 



 

 

 Partner with an existing Sports Club or Venue for facility usage, volunteers, and sport 

expertise.  For example, a school participating in a Special Olympics golf program 

could partner with a local country club to use the course several times during the 

training season as well as utilize the golf pros for clinics and additional coaches during 

the events. 

 

 Partner with a local college or university for a variety of program resources.  A local 

college could host a local competition for multiple schools and provide volunteers for 

an event.  Another way to utilize a partnership with a college or university would be to 

work with the Adaptive PE or Special Education Department to arrange opportunities 

for their students to come in to your classrooms and train your athletes in Young 

Athlete Programs or traditional sports skills sets. 

 

 Partner with other schools participating in Project UNIFY® to combine efforts and 

resources for training and competition events.  One example would be planning a 

unified basketball tournament with three other schools, where all teachers and youth 

involved work together on the event and give the athletes the awesome experience of 

competing against other athletes in the area. 

 

 

 

 


