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Going Over the Edge

 On Oct. 1, Kenneth Royster went to great heights 
to raise money for Special Olympics North Carolina 
(SONC). He joined nearly 150 others who each raised 
at least $1,000 to rappel 30 stories down the Wells Far-
go Capitol Center in Raleigh for the “Over the Edge” 
fundraiser.
 Royster, warden at the N.C. Correctional Institu-
tion for Women in Raleigh (NCCIW), raised almost 
$1,100 on short notice through a challenge he made to 
staff during a management meeting.
 “I thought it was a good way to spark interest 
with our facility and the Special Olympics,” he said. 
“I’ve been involved indirectly (with Special Olympics) 
through fundraisers I supported through donations. 
When I found out about this, I knew it was something 
I wanted to get involved with. I wanted to raise the 

level of our involvement and bring attention to Special 
Olympics to our staff. I put the challenge out there that 
if we raised the money, I’d do the event.”
 Royster went up on the roof an hour before his 
10:45 a.m. scheduled starting time. SONC staff ex-
plained what would happen, and he got suited up with 
the equipment. When it was time, he took about 12 
minutes to rappel the building near Café Carolina on 
Fayetteville Street.
 “This wasn’t the first time I’ve done this,” Kenneth 
said. “I rappelled in the military (Army). This was a 
little different type of equipment, but it was more com-
fortable. After I was done, I felt good. I wanted to go up 
and do it again.”
 Royster said he is definitely going to do it again 
next September at the 2017 fundraiser. He’d also like to 
organize a team from NCCIW.
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