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Reach  
and grab

Ledford battles  
on court | Sports, B1

Gardner-Webb University inducted 33 members into a 
national honor society for college students. 
Hannah Morgan Ray of High Point, was 
among those invited to join Alpha Chi. 
She is a junior, majoring in English with a 
concentration in creative writing. Alpha Chi 
membership is open to students with junior 
and senior classification who demonstrate 
strong character and whose GPA ranks them 

in the top 10 percent of their academic classes.
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H I G H  P O I N T

For all of Billy Quick’s 
accolades and 
accomplishments — and 

there were many — here’s 
one you may not have heard 

about.
Billy was a 

master thief.
Oh yeah, 

you should’ve 
seen how he 
stole Sherry 
Paul’s heart.

It happened 
35 years ago, 
when Paul 
was High 
Point’s Special 

Olympics coordinator and 
Billy was an 8-year-old 
student at Fairview 
Elementary with a voracious 
appetite for life. Years 
down the road, Billy would 
become somewhat of a 
national celebrity, a virtual 
rock star in the Special 
Olympics community who 
ran marathons, cycled across 
the country and carried 
the torch, both literally and 
figuratively, as an ambassador 
for the disabled community. 
Paul couldn’t have known any

SEE QUICK/PAGE A3

Special 
Olympian 
touched 

countless lives

Remembering Billy Quick

JIMMY
TOMLIN
SLICES OF LIFE

SPECIAL | HPE
Billy Quick, who became a world-class runner and cyclist, competes in a Special Olympics cycling event. The High Point athlete won 
countless medals during his years as a Special Olympian. 

GUILFORD COUNTY 
— The race to fill an open 
seat on the Guilford County 
Board of Education will go 
to recount between Republi-
can District 3 candidate Pat 

Tillman, who 
l e a d s  t h e 
contest, and 
Democratic 
c h a l l e n g e r 
Angelo Kidd.

The race 
ended up just 
inside the 1 
percentage 
point  mar -
gin required 
t o  a l l o w 
the trailing 
c a n d i d a t e 
to  request 
a  recount . 
Tillman got 
17,438 votes, 

or 50.45 percent, to 17,125 
votes for Kidd, or 49.55 per-
cent, according to official 
vote totals certified Monday 
afternoon by the Guilford 
County Board of Elections 
during the canvass.

District 3 covers parts of 
western Greensboro and 
northwestern Guilford Coun-
ty.

Kidd requested a recount 
Monday afternoon through 
a letter to the county Board 
of Elections, Director Charlie 
Collicutt said.

The recount hasn’t been 
scheduled yet. The incoming 
school board members are 
supposed to take their oath 
of office in mid-December.

Kidd, a former western 
regional superintendent of 

the Guilford County Schools, 
told The High Point Enter-
prise he sought a recount at 
the urging of supporters of 
his candidacy.

“I think I owe it to them,” 
Kidd said. “I think I owe it to 
the people who strongly sup-
ported me and campaigned 
for me. I’m going to exercise

SEE SCHOOL/PAGE A2

School board race going to recount
BY PAUL B. JOHNSON
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

GUILFORD COUNTY 
— Democratic guber-
natorial challenger Roy 
Cooper picked up more 
than 700 votes in the 
of ficial tally of Guilford 
County ballots Monday 
as he seeks to put dis-
tance between him and 
Republ ican Gov.  Pat 
McCrory in a tight race 
for Nor th Carolina’s 
highest office.

The canvass, delayed 
by more than a week 
because of the dispute 

over the race, was com-
pleted Monday afternoon 
by the Guilford County 
Board of Elections. Coo-
per, the outgoing state 
Attorney General, ended 
up with 155,692 votes, or 
61 percent of the county 
total, compared to 94,467 
for McCrory, or 37 per-
cent. Liber tarian nomi-
nee Lon Cecil got 5,409 
votes, or 2 percent.

When unof ficial vote 
totals were tallied on 
election night Nov. 8,

SEE CANVASS/PAGE A2

Cooper gains votes in 
Guilford County canvass

BY PAUL B. JOHNSON
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

The 2016 Christmas Cheer 
Fund has received $2,425 
today. That brings the total 
in donations to $2,425. This 
year’s goal is $40,000.

T o d a y ’ s 
donors are:

 
Kiwanis Club of High 
Point in honor of 
Vince Wheeler  $500
St. George Greek 
Women’s Club  $100
James and Mary 
Halvorsen  ...$50
In memory of Bruce 
and Sarah Woodell by 
Wayne and Dottie 
Woodell  .....$50
In memory of J.B. 

Gibson by Jones & Peacock  ........$250
In honor of Elinor Underwood by William 
Underwood  .................................$50
In memory of Edward Silver by Suzanne 
Silver  .........................................$100
In memory of Martha Zane Stafford by 
Larry  ............................................$50
Bill and Margaret Buckingham  ..$100
In honor of Cooper Safrit from: Aunt Kathy 
McDowell  ....................................$25
In loving memory of Dan Mellinger by 
Debbie Mellinger .......................$100
Herb and Lindsay Goins  ...............$50
In memory of Bob Rule by Bee Rule  ...........
.....................................................$50
In memory of Mom & Dad, Nick Vera and 

Chris by Mark and Pam Seagle  ..$100
Robert and Nancy Hawkins  .........$50
In memory of Harley T. Fowler and Trena 
Renee Fowler by Annette Fowler  $50
Dr. J. Mark Oliver, PLLC North Point Dental 
Associates  .................................$200
In memory of my Mother-in Law, Ruth 
Rogers and my Mother, Annette Perkinson 
by Robert L. Perkinson  ..............$100
In memory of Bob Duncan by Lucille 
Duncan  ......................................$150
Gail and Stephen Dula ...............$100
Dr. John Kerr Campbell and Louise S. 
Campbell  ...................................$100
In memory of Elsie and Taylor Brookbank 
by Bayle Brookbank  ..................$100
Today’s Total .........................$2,425
Grand Total ...........................$2,425

Donations should be made 
out to Christmas Cheer Fund 
and mailed to P.O. Box 5467, 
High Point, NC 27262. Lists 
of donors will be published 
in The Enterprise through 
Christmas Eve with a final 
listing being published in

SEE CHEER/PAGE A2

Christmas Cheer Fund 
kicks off with $2,425

ENTERPRISE STAFF REPORT

2016
CHRISTMAS 

CHEER 
FUND

WANT TO DONATE?
Send checks to:

Christmas Cheer Fund
P.O. Box 5467

High Point, NC 27262

Pat Tillman

Angelo Kidd
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of that at the time, of 
course, but there was 
something different 
about Billy, and she saw 
it.

Maybe it was those 
large, inquisitive 
eyes, absorbing the 
world around him like 
sponges.

Maybe it was that 
impossibly bright, 
infectious smile, capable 
of melting large, icy 
glaciers or, if the 
situation called for it, 
small, icy hearts.

Maybe it was his 
laid-back, disarming 
personality, which 
effortlessly bridged 
the gap between 
the developmentally 
disabled and those who 
desperately needed 
such a bridge.

Or maybe it was 
Billy’s own heart, large 
and pure and giving.

“The term I’ve heard 
over and over was 
how Billy had such a 
pure soul,” Paul says. 
“His pureness of heart 
allowed him to see the 
good in everybody, 
and he would’ve done 
anything to help 
anybody. He knew 
people had helped him, 
and he wanted to do that 
to help others.”

Billy died Friday, 
at age 43 — ironically, 
of complications from 
cardiac arrest. (A public 
memorial service for 
Billy will be held Dec. 
10.)

His death broke a 
lot of hearts over the 
weekend, but perhaps 
none more profoundly 
than Sherry Paul’s.

•••
Billy won countless 

ribbons and medals 
during his years as 
a Special Olympian 
— running, cycling, 
wrestling, playing 
basketball, on and on 
— but what he became 
known for was winning 
people’s hearts.

As his participation 
continued, his profile 
began to grow — 
locally, statewide, then 
nationally. Not only did 
he become a world-class 
athlete in Special 
Olympics — particularly 
as a marathon runner 
and cyclist — he also 
became a world-class 
ambassador for the 
organization. Even 
as he showcased his 
athletic abilities, such as 
running the New York 
Marathon and finishing 
among the top 14 
percent of runners, Billy 
began speaking publicly 
about Special Olympics 
and, more to the point, 

Special Olympians.
“He made people 

more comfortable with 
the reality that you 
treat a person with a 
disability just like any 
other person — he 
was great at that,” Paul 
says. “When he gave 
his speeches, he would 
say, ‘Coach my team. 
Just come watch. Give 
us a job. Or just be 
my friend. We’re not 
looking for handouts — 
just give us a chance.’ ”

The more Billy 
did, the more 
his opportunities 
expanded. He joined 
World T.E.A.M. (The 
Exceptional Athlete 
Matters) Sports as part 
of the first U.S. team 
to participate in Cuba’s 
Havana Marathon. 
He carried the torch 
for torch runs prior 
to Special Olympics 
competitions, and he 
even went to Greece 
in 1999 to watch the 
lighting of the torch 
prior to the Special 
Olympics World 
Summer Games, which 
were held in Raleigh. 
When the torch arrived 
in Washington, D.C., 
he was there to receive 
it and carry it to the 
Lincoln Memorial.

“How profound for a 
young black man with 
a disability to carry 
that flame up to the 
top step of the Lincoln 
Memorial,” Paul says.

He also served on the 
board of directors for 
those 1999 games.

He hobnobbed with 
numerous celebrities, 
from Muhammad Ali 
and Eric Clapton to 
Kathy Ireland and 
Whoopi Goldberg. He 
met famous athletes, 
such as Grant Hill, 
Florence Griffith Joyner 
and Rafer Johnson. He 
visited the White House 

and met then-President 
Bill Clinton.

Billy was even 
featured in the famous 
“Got Milk?” advertising 
campaign, posing 
alongside two other 
Special Olympians 
with their white milk 
mustaches.

As his local Special 
Olympics coordinator 
— and, by then, his 
surrogate mother — 
Paul often accompanied 
Billy on his journeys 
as an ambassador. She 
marveled at his ability to 
connect with and relate 
to whoever it was he 
happened to meet.

When Billy met 
Muhammad Ali, for 
example, the boxing 
great pretended to spar 
with Billy and other 
Special Olympians, 
jabbing and hooking and 
mugging for cameras 
— all of this despite the 
Parkinson’s disease that 
was affecting his body.

“Later on, Billy talked 
to me about how he 
related to Ali,” Paul 
recalls. “Here was this 
incredible athlete who 
also had a disability, and 
Billy said he related to 
him.”

Through it all, Paul 
says, Billy kept trying 
to grow. Trying to get 
better.

“Billy always wanted 
to be the best Billy he 
could be,” she says. “His 
life was not always easy, 
but he took what God 
gave him and did more 
with his life than any 
human being I’ve ever 
known.”

•••
Eventually, the 

spotlight that had shone 
on Billy for so long 
began to dim, but his 
smile never did. Nor did 
his personality.

“He was OK with 
that,” Paul says. “He’s 

done a lot of work 
that’s not been in the 
spotlight. He wasn’t in 
the spotlight anymore, 
but he was still 
contributing. He never 
missed an opportunity 
to give back to Special 
Olympics.”

At the most recent 
games in High Point, 
for example, he chose 
to volunteer rather than 
compete.

He also graduated 
into the working world, 
taking a full-time job 
with the city of High 
Point’s groundskeeping 
division and a similar 
part-time job at High 
Point University. He 
remained visible in the 
community and enjoyed 
spending time with his 
friends and family.

Billy also remained 
close to Sherry Paul — 
the woman he called 
“Mama Sherry” — and 
her family. He was there 
when Paul’s daughter, 
Alicia — whom Billy 
had named himself, by 
the way — graduated 
from high school. He 
often spent holidays and 
other special occasions 
with their family. He 
had planned to spend 
Thanksgiving with 
them, too, but he went 
into cardiac arrest 
on Nov. 14. He would 
spend the next 11 days 
at High Point Regional, 
before dying on Friday.

“I keep hoping I’ll 
wake up, and this will 
all just be a bad dream,” 
Paul says.

As she reflects on 
Billy’s life, it’s clear Paul 
is talking about her 
son — not literally, but 
emotionally.

“Somebody said 
he was ‘the son of my 
heart,’ and that’s what 
he was,” she says.

When Billy graduated 
from High Point Central 

High School — an 
accomplishment she 
says was probably “his 
crowning achievement 
in life” because he 
had to work so hard to 
achieve it — Paul says 
it was also one of the 
happiest moments of 
her life.

“I thought my heart 
was going to come 
out of my chest,” she 

says. “That’s how close 
we were. He was very 
much a member of our 
family. We loved him, 
and now we hurt.”

That’s pretty 
much the sentiment 
throughout High Point 
this week. We loved 
him, and now we hurt.

jtomlin@hpenews.com | 
336-888-3579
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Billy Quick, who died Friday at age 43, hobnobbed with celebrities such as 
Muhammad Ali during his years as a Special Olympics ambassador. Here, Billy is 
pictured with Ali and Sherry Paul, who was the local Special Olympics coordinator 
and became somewhat of a surrogate mother to Billy. 

Billy Quick 
looks out 
the win-
dow May 
10, 1999, 
at PTI Air-
port at the 
planes 
before his 
trip to 
Athens, 
Greece for 
the Spe-
cial Olym-
pics torch 
lighting.

Photo by 
Kristin A. 
Scheurer

“Billy Quick will 
be remembered as 
an inspiration. He 
accomplished much 
in his life and did 
not let perceived 
limitations become 
actual limitations. If 
Billy thought there 
was a chance he 
could accomplish 
something, he worked 
as hard as he could 
to make it happen. It 
usually did!”

— Brian Coward, 
Recreation Special-

ist with High Point’s 
Parks & Recreation 

Department

“I loved Billy 
Quick, a man of huge 
generosity, endless 
smiles, beautiful 
athleticism and love. 
Heartbroken. May he 
rest with the angels.”

— Tim Shriver, 
Special Olympics 

Chairman  
(Via Twitter)

“Billy was the 
purest person I 
have ever known. 
We should all strive 
to live as he did — 
always seeing the 
positive and facing 
every challenge as an 

opportunity. His smile 
shines on.”

— Vicki Miller, 
former Ferndale 

Middle School prin-
cipal and longtime 

educator

“Billy’s caring 
spirit and smile were 
known throughout 
our campus. We were 
blessed to have him 
as a member of the 
HPU family and will 
always remember his 
passion for life.”

— Nido Qubein, 
HPU president

“Three weeks ago, 
before he passed, he 
lit the cauldron at the 
opening ceremonies 
of our fall tournament 
that we held right 
there in High Point, 
and escorted the 
police officer who was 
carrying the Flame of 
Hope with him. It just 
was full circle, with 
Billy doing things at 
an international level, 
but also coming home 
and staying active 
as an athlete leader 
for us here in North 
Carolina.”

— Keith Fish-
burne, president 
& CEO of Special 

Olympics North 
Carolina

Said about  
Billy Quick:

COMPOSED BY 
STEPHANIE BUTZER

HIGH POINT — High 
Point police searched a north 
High Point neighborhood and 
arrested three robbery sus-
pects Monday.

There was heavy police 
presence around the Sunset 
Hollow neighborhood off of 
Deep River Road. The initial 
call came in at 8:30 a.m.

The suspects attempted 
to break into one home, but 

did not make entry, said High 
Point Police Depar tment 
Capt. Cherie Maness. The 
homeowner and family dog 
interrupted the robbers, and 
they fled on foot. The home 
is on Sunset Hollow Drive, 
Maness told The High Point 
Enterprise.

High Point police officers 
located two suspects walk-
ing nearby, while one suspect 
was hiding in the crawl space 
of a neighboring residence, 

the captain said. At least one 
suspect was armed, and two 
firearms were recovered dur-
ing the arrests.

The three suspects were 
all in custody within approxi-
mately two hours.

“Two were located pretty 
quickly and the other took a 
little longer to find, but it was 
a strong response and great 
effort by the officers,” Man-
ess said.

There may be one or two 

additional suspects, police 
said.

“The investigation is ongo-
ing, and we have not yet iden-
tified them,” Maness said.

A canine unit assisted in 
finding at least one suspect.

The suspects and their 
charges are:

• Trayvion Chance, 24, of 
High Point, and Lareginald 
Baldwin, 18, of High Point, 
were charged with felony 
breaking and entering. Their 

bond is $25,000.
• Sy Lucas, 21, of High 

Point, was charged with fel-
ony breaking and entering, 
misdemeanor breaking and 
entering and possession of a 
firearm by convicted felon. 
His bond is $50,000.

Staff writer Paul B. Johnson 
contributed to this report.

sbutzer@hpenews.com | 336-
888-3617 | @HPEStephanie

Police scour neighborhood for suspects
BY STEPHANIE BUTZER
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FRUIT CAKES
Made from scratch with 80% fruit,

No Chopped nuts...pecan halves only

AND cupcake sizes

Mon.- Fri. 7-6, Sat. 8-6

“Every Bite’s a Delight”
City-wide Delivery & Gift Certificates Available

The Sweet Shoppe Bakery
Since 1946

JOIN US ON www.thesweetshoppebakery.com

The Sweet Shoppe Bakery
Mon.- Fri. 7-6, Sat. 8-6

Since 1946

Open Mondays til Christmas

336-882-8026800 N. MAIN STREET SUITE 104 • HIGH POINT, NC  27262 • 882-1011
Mon - Fri 9:30 - 6:00 • Sat. 9:30 - 4:00 • Closed Sun

highpointjewelers@gmail.com

High Point Jewelers and Fine Gifts

More than a Jewelry and Gift Store
Jewelry Repair & Appraisal Service
Fast Turnaround • Expert Advice

A name you can trust- 
with 74 years of combined experience

Locally Owned & Operated

NEW INSURANCE AGENCY IN TOWN

Jeff Webster
10948 N. Main St. Ste. 1, Archdale

(Beside Pioneer Restaurant) 
www.InsuringTheTriad.com

INSURANCE
&
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Auto - Home - L i fe - Commercial - Health

336-431-3743
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